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powerless, and the insurgents in Spain lost their best source
of aid.
On the following day the ships began to bombard a few
places on the Spanish coast which were under the control
of the army. The work done, they would return to Tangier
where they took on supplies, while their crews fraternized
with the revolutionary elements of the city where incursions
into Spanish Morocco were being plotted. It was at this
time that the Commission of the International Zone received
a condemnatory note from General Franco, in which he
denounced the powers signatory to the Statute for having
violated the neutrality therein agreed, by favouring a bellig-
erent. And if the violation continued, the general *'reserved
the right to use Tangier to his best advantage for the cause
of Spain, which was what he defended." The arrival of the
note was accompanied by the sound of arms. Soldiers were
sent to the boundary line between Spanish Morocco and
the Tangier zone. The city spent several hours of anxiety,
fearing the outbreak of guerrilla warfare in their streets, led
by the Legionnaires.
Immediately warships of all the powers signatory to the
Statute gathered in the bay of Tangier, and landed Marine
contingents to protect the neutrality of the zone. General
Franco pointed out in a second note the reasons which for-
bade the Red ships from remaining in Tangier. He con-
sidered them ships which should be looked upon as piratical,
since their officers had been assassinated. They were obtain-
ing supplie? in a neutral port, and their crews were attempt-
ing to arm certain Spaniards in Tangier for the purpose of
using them to attack Tetuan and Ceuta, all of which were a
transgression of the international treaties which protected
the neutrality of Tangier.
On the receipt of these notes, the Committee for Control
of the International Zone notified the Madrid government^